EHOSHUA: THE MAN AND THE BOOK
[The Book]
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Had Israel not sinned, she would have been given only the five books of the Torah
and the Book of Yehoshua
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And so Israel served GOD throughout the lifetime of Yehoshua and the
lifetime of the elders who lived on after Joshua, who had experienced all
the deeds that G-d had wrought for Israel.

[The Man]
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Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Yehoshua,
“Pick some troops for us, and go out and do battle with Amalek. Tomorrow I will
station myself on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in my hand.” ....Joshua
did as Moses told him and fought with Amalek, ... And Joshua overwhelmed the
people of Amalek with the sword. Then Hashem said to Moses, “Inscribe this in
a document as a reminder, and read it to Joshua: I will utterly blot out the
memory of Amalek from under heaven!”
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Hashem would speak to Moshe face to face, as one person speaks to another.
And he would then return to the camp; but his attendant, Yehoshua... would not
stir out of the tent.
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Yehoshua said two things to Moshe that did not please him. They are: One,
when Moshe chose the [70] elders and one, at the Golden Calf.
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But (all) the other men who had gone up with him said, “We cannot attack
that people, for it is stronger than we.”
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And Hashem answered Moshe, “Single out Yehoshua ... an inspired man, and
rest your hand upon him. Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and before
the whole community, and commission him in their sight. Invest him with some
of your glory, so that the whole Israelite community may obey.
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Similarly, you can say that G-d said to Moshe (about Yehoshua): “And you shall
invest some of your honor upon him” (BaMidbar 27:20), which indicates that you
should put only some of your honor, but not all of your honor. The elders of that
generation said: The face of Moshe was as bright as that of the sun; the face of
Yehoshua was like the face of the moon. Woe for this embarrassment, woe for
this disgrace, (that we did not merit another leader of the stature of Moshe.)
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Yehoshua rent his clothes and he and the elders lay with their faces to the
ground in before the Ark, until evening-and strewed earth on their heads.
“Oh Hashem!” cried Yehoshua. “Why did You lead this people across the
Jordan only to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites, to be destroyed by
them? If we only had been content to remain on the other side of the Jordan!
O my G-d, what can I say after Israel has turned tail before its enemies?
When the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land hear of this, they
will turn upon us and wipe out our very name from the earth. What then will
You do about Your great name?

[His Greatness]
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All of Israel—stranger and citizen alike—together with their elders, officials,
and magistrates, stood on either side of the Ark, facing the priests who carried
the Ark. Half of them faced Mount Gerizim and half of them faced Mount
Ebal, as Moshe ... had commanded them, in order to bless the people.

After that, he read all the words of the Torah, the blessing and the curse, just
as is written in the Torah. There was not a word of all that Moshe had
commanded that Yehoshua failed to read in the presence of the whole
congregation of Israel, including the women and children ....
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When Yehoshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a figure standing before
him, sword drawn in hand. Yehoshua asked him, “Are you one of us or of our
enemies?” He replied, “No, I officer of G-d’s army....!” Yehoshua threw himself
to the ground and, prostrating himself, said to him, “What does my lord command
his servant?” He told Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place
where you stand is holy.”
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Yehoshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the Holy God, who
is a zealous one and will not forgive your sins.  If you forsake Hashem and
serve alien gods, He will deal harshly with you and destroy you, after having
been gracious to you.” But the people replied to Yehoshua, “No, we will
serve Hashem!”  Thereupon, Yehoshua said to the people, “You yourselves
are witnesses that you have chosen to serve G-d” “Yes,” they responded,
We are!”. ....... So the people declared to Yehoshua, “It is Hashem Whom we
will serve—and Whom we will obey.” On that day, Yehoshua established a
covenant with the nation, making it a fixed rule for them. He recorded all this
in the book .... and then took a stone and set it up at the foot of the oak in the
Mishkan; Yehoshua said to the people, “This very stone shall be a witness,
for it heard all the words that G-d spoke to us; it will be a witness against you,
if you break faith with your G-d.”
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Yehoshua “foresaw” that, in the days of Yechezkel, the people would dissent
and claim: “We will be just like all other nations” and therefore, Yehoshua
committed them now (not to reject G-d). This is why Yechezkel answered them:
“Whatever you are planning will not succeed...I swear (says G-d) that I will
rule over you FORCEFULLY (if necessary). Nor can you claim that you only
agreed to Moshe’s covenant to enter the land (which they did) because you
accepted the covenant of Yehoshua AFTER you entered the land



